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Stem Cell Research: An Annotated Bibliography

Holland, Suzanne. The Human Embryonic Stem Cell Debate : Science,      Ethics, and Public Policy. Boston: MIT Press, 2001. Print.
This is the annotation of the above source. In this example, I am following MLA 2009 (3rd ed.) guidelines for the bibliographic information listed above. If I were really writing an annotation for this source, I would offer a brief summary of what this book says about stem cell research.

After a brief summary, it would be appropriate to assess this source and offer some criticisms of it. Does it seem like a reliable and current source? Why? Is the research biased or objective? Are the facts well documented? Who is the author? Is she qualified in this subject? Is this source scholarly, popular, some of both?

The length of your annotation will depend on the assignment or on the purpose of your annotated bibliography. After summarizing and assessing, you can now reflect on this source. How does it fit into your research? Is this a helpful resource? Too scholarly? Not scholarly enough? Too general/specific? Since "stem cell research" is a very broad topic, has this source helped you to narrow your topic?

Senior, K. "Extending the Ethical Boundaries of Stem Cell Research."   Trends in Molecular Medicine 7 (2001): 5-6. Print.
Not all annotations have to be the same length. For example, this source is a very short scholarly article. It may only take a sentence or two to summarize. Even if you are using a book, you should only focus on the sections that relate to your topic.

Not all annotated bibliographies assess and reflect; some merely summarize. That may not be the most helpful for you, but, if this is an assignment, you should always ask your instructor for specific guidelines.

Wallace, Kelly. "Bush Stands Pat on Stem Cell Policy." CNN. 13 August 2001. 17 August 2001. Television.
Notice that in this example, I chose a variety of sources: a book, a scholarly journal, and a web page. Using a variety of sources can help give you a broader picture of what is being said about your topic. You may want to investigate how scholarly sources are treating this topic differently than more popular sources. But again, if your assignment is to only use scholarly sources, then you will probably want to avoid magazines and popular web sites.

Notice that the bibliographic information above is proper MLA format (use whatever style is appropriate in your field) and the annotations are in paragraph form. Note also that the entries are alphabetized by the first word in the bibliographic entry. If you are writing an annotated bibliography with many sources, it may be helpful to divide the sources into categories. For example, if I were putting together an extensive annotated bibliography for stem cell research, I might divide the sources into categories such as ethical concerns, scholarly analyses, and political ramifications.

For more examples, a quick search at a library or even on the Internet should produce several examples of annotated bibliographies in your area.

Sample Citations and Annotations (Below are examples, but creatively made up)

Website example (with no known authors)

“How We Survived Camp Living” Revolutionary War Camping. 12 Oct. 2008. 25 Oct. 2008

<http://www.revolutionarywarcamping.html>

This site provided basic information about camp life. It does raise some important issues about gender

and status that may be useful for the classroom. It is a commercial site rather than an academic site, so it

provides some insight into the clothing that was used and may be useful for supplies. The impression I

had from the title of the site was that it would have primary documents. It does list some primary sources.

In general, I would not use this site in my research paper unless I could corroborate the information with

another more trustworthy source.

I accessed this resource through Google.com. The search terms I used were “revolutionary camping” and

“camp life in eighteenth century.”

Article example (with known authors)

Adams, Samuel, John Adams and Paul Revere and edited by G. I. History “The Importance of Beer and

Taverns in the American Revolution.” American Journal of Social History. 97.3 (2008), 354-382.

Social History Full Text. W. H. Wilson. Castleton State College, Calvin Coolidge Library. 25

Oct. 2008. http://www.castleton.edu/tah
This article discusses the importance of beer and taverns in bringing together discussion of the American

Rebellion. It draws on the first hand experience of three Revolutionaries and their experiences in the pub.

The article includes discussion of social class in where one would congregate. Written for a scholarly

audience, the article brings out that even though the Revolutionaries were fighting for Liberty, it was a

relative term and a dangerous one. The authors all had first-hand experience in the Revolution and write

from different perspectives. The editor has provided a literature review as well as an extensive

bibliography. The summary and general discussion provided a useful overview of the conclusions drawn

by the authors and could be used in the research paper to support a conclusion.

I found this article through the Social Science Fulltext database. I searched using the keywords taverns,

beer and post roads.

Book example (with known authors)

Washington, George and Nathaniel Greene. Military Strategies: On a Limited Budget Boston: Colonial

Press, 1799

Geared for both a broad audience and professional military historians this book provides an insight into

the financial crises involved in the war. The authors show the importance and reliance on foreign

currency and support in the prosecuting of the war. The authors share their first hand experience of

deprivation and include a list of books that they used in planning military strategy. By common

consensus the authors were the best American generals and so their book is a valuable resource in

understanding the relationship between economics and strategy. Chapter Two of the book is particularly

useful since it contains Washington’s and Greene’s plans for the Battle of Manhattan.

I found this book in the Castleton State College Library online catalog. I searched for the term “finances” in

the Title field and sorted the results by most recently published. I found a couple of books that looked

good in the catalog but this one was the most useful once I got to the shelf.

